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ONE YEAR AGO FRIDAY CAPRIL 30) NORTH VIETNAMESE AND VIET 
CONG FORCES COMPLETED THEIR TAKEOVER OF SOUTH VIETNAM WITH 
THE FALL OF SAIGON. FROM BANGKOK, WAYNE COREY REPORTS ON 
WHAT'S HAPPENED IN VIETNAM DURING THE PAST YEAR, 
VOICE: 

SAIGON PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT FOR SOUTH VIETNAM IT'S 
BEEN A YEAR OF GRADUAL CONSOLIDATION AND LIMITED RECONSTRUCTION. 
AND, FROM THE ACCOUNTS OF THOSE WHO HAVE LEFT SOUTH VIETNAM, 
FOR MOST SOUTH VIETNAMESE iT HAS BEEN A YEAR OF DIFFICULT 
READJUSTMENT TO LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM, 

THE BITTER MEMORIES OF THE FINAL DAYS OF SAIGON ARE 
STILL FRESH, WHEN PRESIDENT DUONG VAN MINH, IN A BLEAK 
BUT DIGNIFIED CEREMONY OFFERED HIS GOVERNMENT'S SURRENDER 
TO THE COMMUNISTS. MOST FOREIGN RESIDENTS WERE FORCED To 
LEAVE SAIGON...THEIR BUSINESSES CLOSED AND THE ECONOMY 
IN DISARRAY, ACCORDING TO THE FEW FOREIGNERS WHO HAVE 
SEEN SAIGON IN THE INTERVENING MONTHS, THE CAPITAL -- ONCE A 
THRIVING AND VIBRANT METROPOLIS IN MANY WAYS -~ HAS CHANGED 
COLORS LIKE A CHAMELEON? FROM THE BRIGHT RED OF ORIENTAL 
PROSPERITY TO THE DULL GREY AND OLIVE DRAB TONES OF 
VEETNAMESE COMMUNISM, 

WITH THE COMMUNIST CONQUEST CAME ALMOST IMMEDIATE CALLS 
FROM HANOT FOR REUNIFICATION ~- A GOAL REPEATEDLY STRESSED 
OURING THE PAST YEAR, EVEN THOUGH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE SURRENDER 


MEANT THAT REUNIFICATION WAS ESSENTIALLY ALREADY ACHIEVED. 
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IN A SERIES OF HANOI NEWSPAPER ARTICLES COMMEMORATING THE 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF HANOI'S VICTORY, CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL VAN 
TIEN DUNG ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE POLITBURO 
WAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM, DESPITE ALL THE EARLIER DENIALS OF NON- 
INVOLVEMENT BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, GENERAL DUNG ADMITTED 
THAT THREE NORTH VIETNAMESE DIVISIONS WERE ALL INVOLVED IN THE 
ATTACK ON THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF BAN ME THUOT EARLY LAST YEAR 
WHICH SET IN MOTION SOUTH VIETNAM'S FINAL COLLAPSE. HE ALSO 
ACKNOWLEGES THAT THE POLITBURO IN HANOI DECIDED TO PUSH QUICKLY 
FOR A MILITARY SOLUTION WHEN IT APPEARED THAT SOUTH VIETNAM 
MIGHT TRY TO FORM A COALITION GOVERNMENT WITH THE SOUTHERN 
COMMUNISTS, 

ONE YEAR AFTER THE COMMUNIST VICTORY IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 
THE MAJOR UNANSWERED QUESTION IS WHAT ARE NORTH VIETNAM'S 
INTENTIONS NOW IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, COMMUNIST PARTY 
THEORETICIAN TRUONG CHINH SPEAKS OF A CONTINUING STRUGGLE 
LENDING SUPPORT FOR THE BELIEF THAT HANOI CONSIDERS ITSELF THE 
VANGUARD OF THE REVOLUTION, AND SOME SOUTHEAST ASIAN GOVERNMENTS 
FEAR IT COULD SPREAD TO THEIR OWN COUNTRIES. 
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